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Of one thing, however, I feel sure, that
no judgement will lead to lasting social
gain  which is reached by appeal
to the emotions, which is Dbased
on inadequate knowledge of facts
or which collect data with the

view of supporting any preconceived
opinion. —Xarl Pearson
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Final Report on the Survey and Settlement
operations in the District of Dacca, 1910-1917 by
F. D. Ascoli—g3«ifirs «¥ #~F 7 FRR oof =iftg |
& faoits fafds 33wtg—"Of the total population of
the district ( 1911 Census ) 10,52.526 are Hindus and
18,093,470 are Mohamedans, but the large excess of
the latter religion is of recent origin. In 1840 it was
reported that the members of Hindus and Mohamedans
were about equal, while the revenue survey statistics
give their respective members as 4,45,182 and 4,49,223.
In the Census of 1872, 3 Hindus were cuumerated to
every 4 Mohamedans; the figures of 1911 give a
proportion of 5 to 9 respectively. The increage of
the Hindu population between 1872 and 1911 has been
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only .87 per 100 annually, compared with a Mohamedan
increase of 2.05 per 100. * % * % It may be roughly
stated that the rate of natural increase of the
Mohamedan population is double that of the Hindus.
* * * It is intercsting to note that the one-fourteenth
of the Hindu population lives in the towns of Dacca
and Narayangunj.
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“This is a sore point and has given rise to misgivings
among the Hindus regarding future..--out of 1066
million widows of child-bearing age, 8.21 million are
Hindus i.e. about 78 Percent. As the Hindu population
is 68 Percent of the total population of the country, the
proportion of the Hindu widows aged 15-45 is ten
percent in excess of their proportion of population.”
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“The ban on widow remarriage has another baneful
result, whereby it becomes itsclf a'cause of the increase
in the numb:r of widows in India. There is a deficiency
of women compared with men which is accentuated by
widows being  forbidden to remarry. s remarriage
amongst widowers is quite common and widows cannot
remarry, the former have to marry girls very much
younger than themselves. Even bachelors, owing to the
deficieney of women, cannot find mates of suitable age
and have to scek them among girls very much their
junior.  Marriage of comparatively old men with young
women mezans, of course, that the latter outlive their
Susbands anl not infrequently becom:  widowed long
before they have completed their reproductive period.
This, besides causing maladjustment and  emotional
poverty for women married to older men, leads to an
increase in the numbur of reproductive women whom
this bad social custom inakes rclatively sterile.”
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It is a vicious circle. We have a disproportionately
large number of widows because of early marriage and
their number is increasing just because remarriage is
made impossible for them. Widows, more widows, is
the conscquence of widows bering torbidden to marry
by religion and social custom.”
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The right middle course between impossibly
equilatarian communism and criminally iniquitons
capitalism—a new and complete scheme of social
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